). An effect of cervid species (P < 0.001) also was noted for both FN and FP and indicated that deer had significantly higher levels of fecal nutrients in some seasons. The interaction of season and cervid species was also significant for FN (P < 0.001) and FP (P < 0.01).
FN and FP were correlated with DN (P < 0.001) and DP (P < 0.001), respectively, for both cervids (Figs. 1, 2) . FN of both cervids provided predictable relationships (P < 0.001) with DD (Fig. 3) and DP (Fig. 4) . FN accounted for 5.0-17.1% more variability in DP (Fig.  4) than did FP (Fig. 1) . All relationships were different between cervids at a minimum of P = 0.05.
DISCUSSION
Higher levels of FN and FP in deer (Table  1) and the differing relationships between cervids in the correlations analyses (Figs. 1-4) suggested that deer diets were higher in N and P in some seasons than elk diets. However, DN and DP were not different (P > 0. 1981:328, Fig. 2) . It is possible that the binding effect of the phenolics was mitigated to some extent in the mixed rations.
All seasonal diets in our study contained forages that were probably high in phenolics (Li 1974; C. Y. Li, pers. commun.). Predicted values of FN were higher than DN (Fig. 2) , suggesting that apparent protein digestibility was low. Except for diets low in N, FN was higher at lower levels of DN than reported by Mould Our results are similar to previous studies (Fig.  5) ; however, differences between studies suggest that relationships should be established for each ruminant species by forage-type con- 156). Although differences existed between elk and deer in our study, FN was highly correlated with DN, DP, and DD. Therefore, it can be used by managers as an index to changes in N, P, and IVDMD in diets of wild cervids.
